CHRIST: THE ONLY WAY

Text: John 14:6
Readings: Acts 2:1-22, John 14:1-14
Theme: Jesus is the only way to the Father because he is the truth and the life.
Purpose: To show that the only way we can know God is through Jesus as the way, the truth and the life.

************************

Have you ever been lost? 

Maybe some of you children have been in a big shopping centre, or at a fair, and somehow you became separated from your parents. You didn't know where they were and you went running around looking for them!

Others of you may have been driving in an unfamiliar area and you took a wrong turn and lost your way. You could not figure out where you were or where you should go. 

Or maybe you have been out tramping and you missed the markers. You got lost. You could not find the way back to the main track. 

When you are lost you need someone to direct you back to the path, to show you the way, to point you in the right direction. 

Here Jesus made a great claim; "I am the way, the truth and the life." He can set you in the right direction. He is the guide for life. He is the way. 

This is another of seven "I am" statements of the Lord that are scattered through the gospel of John. These are among the most beautiful words in the Bible. Someone has said they are words of gold - worth examining, pondering, poring over. 

To know the Lord Jesus is to walk in the way, to believe the truth, and to experience life.

Context: Jesus said this while he and his disciples were sharing their last passover meal together. He knew that the time for his death had almost arrived. That night he would be betrayed and tried and the next day he would be crucified.

During the meal he told his disciples that one of them would betray him (13:21) and that he would only be with them a little longer (13:33). But he didn't want them to be troubled, so he pointed them to God and to himself; "Trust in God, trust also in me" (John 14:1). And he directed them to the future. After his death he would rise and then go to be with His Father and he would prepare a place for them. Eventually he would come back and take them to be with him (14:2-3). So he said, in verse 4; "You know the place where I am going."

But Thomas objected. When we think of Thomas we usually think of his doubts, but he was also honest and straightforward. He wasn't afraid to say what was on his mind, and here he may well have expressed what the other disciples were thinking. So he said: "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way." (vs 5)

Jesus responded; "I am the way, the truth and the life." He turned their attention away from the place he was going to his own person. If they understood who he was they would understand where he was going.

This is always the central issue: Who is Jesus? What do you believe about him? What is your relationship with him? These are the crucial questions of life; questions that the disciples had to face, and we have to answer. 

1. Jesus said; "I AM THE WAY". This is where he put the emphasis; he is the way to the Father because he is the life and truth. 

Most people refuse to accept this. They believe that there are many ways to God.

This was the popular view in Greek and Roman society in the first century. The people of that time were polytheistic - they believed in many gods. All these gods were represented by idols. The various pagan religions existed together and generally were very tolerant and accepting of each other. They all offered a way of salvation and all were prepared to accept the path the others were offering. They believed there were many ways to be saved. 

We are in much the same situation today. Many have commented on the close parallels between the first century and the 21st century. Today, like then, there are many ideas and philosophies and religions, and all of these are tolerated, accepted, and even welcomed. We call this situation pluralism rather than polytheism, but it amounts to the same thing.

Our situation is like a smorgasbord where you can go out for lunch or dinner and pick and choose whatever suits you. 

It is like a large shopping mall which has a great range of shops and boutiques, all offering their own style, their own product. You can shop around, picking a bit of this and a bit of that. The message of pluralism is that all these religions and all these different ways are all equally valid.   

This thinking has even found its way into the church in what is called the "Openness of God" theology. One of the main advocates of this view is Clark Pinnock. He has said that there are "various paths to Christ" and that many pagans, who haven't even heard about Jesus, "already belong to the kingdom of God". In other words, there are many ways to be saved.

But Jesus said the opposite. He said; "I am the way". 

With these words he made an exclusive claim that opposed the polytheism of that first century world and opposes the pluralism of the 21st century. He wasn't just one way, a path, an alternative; rather he was the only way, the sole path. He is the only Mediator between God and man.  

He is himself the way. He is the way to God the Father because he is God himself. He was and is divine. He was a man, but not just a man, he was also the eternal Son of God. He wasn't merely saying that he knew the way to the Father but that he was the way to the Father. 

This is why Christians in the first century became known as followers of 'The Way' (Acts 9:2, 24:14). They bore the name of the Lord Jesus, they followed him, they were his disciples, they walked in the Way.
That is also why they were persecuted by the Roman empire - they refused to bow before Caesar and acknowledge him as a god; they refused to go along with idolatry and paganism; they said there was only one way to God the Father and that was through his Son.

We must say this today. Most people think of the various religions of the world as different paths that start at the base of a mountain and all make their way to the top. "It doesn't matter what path you take", they say, "as long as you get to the top." 
But Jesus stated that he is the only way; "No one comes to the Father except through me" (John 14:6b). 
If you are going to be saved you must take the path that begins at the cross of the Lord Jesus. 
The cross is not a confusing roundabout on the road that points in all directions; no, it is a single signpost pointing to the narrow path that leads to life. 

This can be illustrated in the life of Toyohiko Kagawa, a young Japanese man who came to faith in Jesus Christ. He described what he had learnt from Shintoism, from Buddhism and from Confucianism. Then he wrote; "Yet these three faiths utterly failed to minister to my heart's deepest need. I was a pilgrim journeying upon a long, long road that had no turning. I was weary. I was footsore. I wandered through a dark and dismal world where tragedies were thick. Tears were my meat day and night.... Buddhism teaches great compassion.... but since the beginning of time, who has declared, "This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many unto remission of sins." (Quoted in John Stott, The Incomparable Christ, p. 150). 
Toyohiko Kagawa knew that Jesus is the only way to the Father. Do you know this? Do you trust in his saving death on the cross? Are you following him as the Way? 

This is what drives the work of evangelism. We want others to come to know the Lord Jesus because without him there is no salvation. Peter declared to the Jews: "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name, under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:12) That must spur us on to speak to others about Jesus so that they may be saved. 

2.  Jesus also declared himself to be THE TRUTH.

"What is truth?" 
This was the question Pilate asked Jesus during the trial. Jesus told him that he had come into the world "to testify to the truth" (John 18:37). Pilate did not accept the truth about Jesus and he did not realise that Jesus was the truth. 

Many today are also asking, "What is truth?" In our post modern situation most people don't believe there is any absolute truth and they are sceptical of people who claim they have it or know it! "Who do you think you are", they say to us. "That's arrogant, to claim that you have a monopoly on what is true!" 

Instead they believe that everyone has a little bit of the truth. They say, "You believe what you believe, and I'll believe what I believe, and that's fine. We are both right and we need to accept one another." People will say; "That's true for you and this is true for me." 

But this makes truth subjective rather than objective. It is slippery rather than fixed. It is a matter of preference rather than principle. In today's world people won't nail down the truth. They won't say, "This is right and this is wrong." They do not accept the claim that Jesus is the truth and the only way to the Father. 

Many students today sit exams that are multi-choice. That illustrates the character of this age. This is a multiple choice world. There are lots of options, plenty of choices. And increasingly people don't believe there is only one right answer; they want to be able to choose a bit of everything, to go with a number of possibilities. 

A Christian teacher in a local high school was asked to pray before a staff meeting when they were having a meal. He concluded his prayer by saying, "...in Jesus name, Amen." The principal came to him afterwards and objected to this; he told him that he could pray in the name of God, but he did not want him to use the name of Jesus! 
This illustrates what is going on today. If you use the word "God" then people can read into that what they like. But the name of Jesus is specific and exclusive.

This is exactly what Jesus claimed; "I am the truth."

It's not only that he had come to explain the truth, or point to the truth, or say something about the truth, or even to say things that were true. No, he was the truth! John uses this word "truth" 25 times in his gospel and each time it is closely connected with Jesus. "The law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ" (1:17). All we know is based on Him, centred on him, built on him. He is the origin of all that exists, the framework for everything around us. Everything we know flows from him. 

He came to reveal the truth about the Father. In verse 7 he said to the Jews; "If you really knew me you would know my Father as well." He is the truth and he came to tell us the truth about God the Father so that we can know him. 

In today's situation where everything is subjective and relative we must maintain that the truth is objective and factual. It is centred and based in the actual, historical person of the Lord Jesus. We can know what is true because we know that Jesus is the truth. 
Do you know Jesus like this? Do you believe in him? Do you believe what he has said? 
Are you reading the truth in the Bible so that you can understand it better and so come to know Jesus better? 
Are you holding out that word of life to others around you so that they may know it, believe it, and be saved? 

3. Jesus is the way, the truth and THE LIFE.

What is life?

For some people it is lying on a beach, soaking up the sun, without any responsibilities, food on the one hand, drinks on the other; "This is the life!", they say. Someone had a T-shirt that hah the slogan; "Life's a beach". 

Others think life is living from one weekend to another. The standard questions at work are; "What are you doing this weekend?" Or, "What did you do in the weekend." Work is what people do between the weekends!

Others think life is to be found in success, getting to the top of the corporate ladder, having money to buy whatever you want, people looking up to you, living in luxury, treating yourself.

Jesus claimed, "I am ... the life".

A little later on in his conversation with his disciples he defined what he meant by life: "This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent" (Jn 17:3).
Throughout this gospel life is described as a relationship with Jesus Christ and with God the Father. Life is to be found in Christ, with Christ, from Christ. 

He gave us life through his death. Jesus made this connection many times over.
*	He said; "I have come that they may have life and have it to the full...I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." (John 10:10).
*	Standing at the grave of Lazurus he could say; "I am the Resurrection and the Life" (John 11:25). He could say that anticipating his own death, but knowing that he would rise from the grave!

This claim of Jesus Christ we have been considering is very striking:
He was about to go to the cross, yet he claimed he was the Way.
He was about to be condemned by lying witnesses, and yet he said he was the Truth.
He was about to die, and yet he declared he was the Life. 

This has been well expressed by a man named Thomas a Kempis, a medieval mystic living in the 15th century AD. He wrote a famous and influential little book called "The Imitation of Christ" which included this meditation on these words of Jesus:

"Without the way there is no going,
 without the truth there is no knowing,
 without the life there is no living.
I am the Way which you must follow,
     the truth which you must believe,
     the life for which you must hope."

Jesus said; "I am the Way, The Truth, and The Life."
Will you walk in this way?
Do you know the truth?
Are you living this life?

Amen. 

